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Overview of what will be covered:

affected:

 Why Pardons and Expungements Matter

 Myths about Criminal Records

 Two remedies to Remove Criminal Records

 Dispositions – convictions or not?

 Grading of Criminal Charges

 How to Research a Criminal Record on the UJS Portal

 Overview of Expungement Process

 Not Record-Sealing (Act 5)
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Record Sealing - Act 5 - is covered 
in a different presentation

oC is affected:

 This presentation originally included ‘Sealing’ which has been removed

 Record Sealing, also called Act 5, is covered elsewhere

 The same skil ls to research and analyze records are used

 The flow of analysis is much more complicated

 The Sealing ‘benefit’ stil l requires a Pardon to fully remove

5/31/2017



Why Pardons & Expungements Matter

affected:

 1 in 3 Americans have a criminal record

 ½ of all children in the US have at least one parent with a criminal record

 3.8 million Pennsylvanians with criminal records

 Incredible negative impact to earning capacity
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Why Pardons & Expungements Matter

Collateral Consequences:

a) Employment

b) Housing (public and private)

c) Public Benefits

d) Education pursuits

e) Occupational Licenses

f) Right to sit on jury

g) Immigration Status

h) Social Stigma
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Why Pardons & Expungements Matter

Approximately 

 87% of Employers, 

 80% Landlords, and 

 66% of Colleges 

ask or conduct criminal backgrounds checks/screening!
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Why Expungements & Pardons Matter

 These background checks are usually done by private companies

 Sometimes not accurate

 Only updated once per year

 Applicant should:

 Ask for a copy of the disqualifying report

 Ask for corrections pursuant to Fair Credit Reporting Act
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Myths:
 That criminal records lapse

 That criminal records erase themselves

 That Clean Slate legislation which might erase them (or might not)

 That ARDs are automatically expunged

 (some counties do – not Lanco)

 That employers know the difference between a charge and a 
conviction

 Note:

 A charge is not proof of guilt

 Only conv iction is legal proof of guilt

 That employers can refuse employment for any record 
whether relevant or not (18 PACSA 925)



Remedies
Pardons – can remove misdemeanor and felony convictions

Expungements (18 PACSA 9122, et. seq.)

o Non-Convictions of Summary, Misdemeanors & Felonies

o Summary Convictions (after 5 years)

o ARD, ACT 17, 586/546 Dispositions

o Underage Consumption after 21st birthday

o Over 70 years old (10 year rule)

o Juvenile Records (in most cases)



Review of the Criminal Record Dispositions

 CONVICTIONS

o Plead Guilty

o Found Guilty

 NON-CONVICTIONS

o Dismissals

o Withdrawn

o Nolle Prossequi, nol pros,  (latin for not prosecuted)

o Not Guilty 

o Successful ARD

o Cases without disposition after 18 months
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Grading of criminal offenses
based on maximum penalties – not actual penalties

Felonies (F1,F2,F3) – most serious

 Misdemeanors (M1,M2,M3) – less serious

 Summary offenses (s) – smallest offenses

(All Definitions are Pennsylvania State, not Federal)



Grading of criminal offenses

 Felonies

 F1 – up to 20 years in jail, $25,000 max fine

 F2 – up to 10 years in jail, $25,000 max fine

 F3 – up to 7 years in jail, $15,000 max fine

 Misdemeanors

 M1 – up to 5 years in jail, $10,000 max fine (relevant for sealing)

 M2 – up to 2 years in jail, $5000 max fine

 M3 – up to 1year in jail, $2500 max fine (including ungraded Ms)

 Summaries – usually up to $300, possibly jail



Grading of criminal offenses

 Summary offenses

 Like tickets, but written under 18 PACSA criminal code

 Retail Theft (s) (18 - 3929)

 Underage Consumption(s) (18-6802)

 Harassment (s) (18-2709)

 Disorderly Conduct (s) (18-5503)

 90 days or less of jail

 $300 fine or less



HOW TO FIND YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD
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Two Court Levels in PA

Magisterial District Level (MDJ)

Criminal

o Summaries & M3 Guilty Pleas

o Misdemeanor Prelims

o Felony prelims

o Non Traffic (s)

Court of Common Pleas (CP)

Criminal

o Felony, misdemeanor and summary 

dispositions
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UJS WEBSITE (unofficial record)
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/docketsheets

Common Pleas Court

Criminal

o Summaries

o Misdemeanors

o Felonies

Miscellaneous

o Indirect Criminal 
Contempt (PFA)

o Expungements/ 
Limited Access

Magisterial District 

Justice

Criminal

o Summaries

o Misdemeanors

o Felonies

Non-Traffic
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The Unified Judicial System Web Portal
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How to Research a Criminal Record on the UJS 

portal

 Switch to CP level

 First Name

 Last Name

 DOB (or not)

 Search Criminal

 Select Summary



Reviewing a UJS Summary



CP summary
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The difference between a summary 

and a docket
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Docket



MDJ Summary
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MDJ Docket
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CP Docket
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CP docket



The difference between a summary 

and a docket
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Summary



CP Summary



PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE CENTRAL 

REPOSITORY(official record)

 Website https://epatch.state.pa.us

o Basic Report - Quicker

o Fee - need credit card

o May not be complete

 Mail request

o Full Access and Review (FAR)- most complete

o Necessary for expungement petitions

o Photo ID-copy must be sent with request 

o Fee ($22)
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REMEDIES
 Expungement

o Summary Convictions

o Non-Convictions of Summary, Misdemeanors & Felonies

o ARD, ACT 17, 586, 546

 Limited Access/Sealing

o Misdemeanor convictions

 Juvenile Records Expungement

 Pardons
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18 § 9122. Expungement

Criminal history record information may be expunged when a person:

 70 years old & no arrest or prosecution for 10 years after supervision ends: or

 Dead for three years; or

 Has a summary offense & no convictions for 5 years following the conviction for that 
offense; or

 Has a record of an acquittal, dismissal, withdraw, or Nol Pros.

 Has a conviction that has been pardoned by the Governor.
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Expungement

 ARD – Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition

 ACT 117 – Diversionary cases for drug/alcohol dependent first time offense 

 Rule 546/586 – Dismissal upon Satisfaction or Agreement

Generally requires:

 a plea agreement and 

 successful completion of all terms & conditions of program 

 full payment of fines, costs & resitution
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Questions?
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